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have piled into this funding bill. But 
even more shocking was what occurred 
next, as legislation pertaining to the 
removal of the Confederate flag 
brought the Republicans’ appropria-
tions bill to a screeching halt. In an at-
tempt to avoid voting on amendments 
that would outlaw the use of Confed-
erate emblems, the House leadership 
shut down their own spending bill. 

The Confederate flag issue was 
brought up by Republicans. They ac-
cepted it the day before this debacle 
took place on the House floor. But then 
they wanted more debate on the Con-
federate flag, and it didn’t sell. What 
did they do? They figured out a way to 
drop this bill totally and take it off the 
floor. 

Listen to a few of the headlines that 
were in the newspapers that follow. 

From the Atlantic: ‘‘Republican De-
fenders of the Confederate Flag Derail 
a Spending Bill.’’ 

From Politico: ‘‘GOP Leaders Yank 
Bill after Confederate Flag Fracas.’’ 

From Roll Call: ‘‘The Confederate 
Flag Imperils Republican Goal to Fin-
ish Spending Bills by August.’’ 

Finally, from the Wall Street Jour-
nal: ‘‘Confederate Flag Debate Prompts 
House to Pull Spending Bill.’’ 

It is very disappointing that this is 
what the Republican Party of the 21st 
century stands for—protecting em-
blems of racism and our tragic past. 
The Congress should not be protecting 
the Confederate flag. Protecting the 
Confederate flag certainly is not wor-
thy of bringing the entire U.S. Govern-
ment to a standstill. But that is what 
the Republicans have been doing all 
along with their bogus appropriations 
bills—bringing our country to a stand-
still. 

It has been clear for months that the 
only way Congress will arrive at a re-
sponsible budget is by Republicans and 
Democrats, Senate and House, sitting 
down together and finding a path for-
ward. Now is the time to negotiate— 
not in September, not in October. 

We know that the Republicans are 
experienced in shutting down the gov-
ernment. They did it before for several 
weeks. It was devastating to our econ-
omy, and it was a real shock to the 
worldwide community. Sequestration 
is another ingenious method of the Re-
publicans to hurt the American middle 
class. 

Republicans are experienced in shut-
ting down the government. They did it 
2 years ago. We know how the Amer-
ican economy suffered. 

Senate Democrats aren’t the only 
ones calling on Republican leaders to 
sit down for bipartisan funding talks. 
Listen to what was said by congres-
sional Republicans. HAL ROGERS is 
dean of the Kentucky delegation and 
chairman of the House Appropriations 
Committee. Here is what he said: 

If we wait until the end of the fiscal year, 
then we’re going to have to pass a C.R . . . 
then try to cobble together something in the 
meantime like we’ve been doing, but under 
pressure. And that’s not the best way to leg-
islate. 

House Appropriations subcommittee 
chairman MIKE SIMPSON of Idaho said: 

Under sequestration, the way it currently 
exists, you can’t pass appropriations bills. It 
ensures that what you’ve got is a C.R. for the 
rest of your life. 

House Appropriations subcommittee 
chairman TOM COLE said: 

The reality is we still live in a divided gov-
ernment. It’s not as if the Democrats can be 
shut out, but they can’t dictate to us any 
more than we can dictate to them. It’s time 
to sit down and see if we can make a deal. 

CHARLIE DENT, Appropriations sub-
committee chairman in the House, 
from Pennsylvania, said: 

We all know there’s going to have to be a 
short-term C.R. to take us from September 
to December. And I would hope sometime be-
tween now and then, we’ll have a negotiated 
budget agreement. 

These are just a few of the quotes of 
the House Republic chairmen. The only 
way we are going to avoid another Re-
publican Government shutdown is by 
both parties sitting down to construct 
a bipartisan agreement. 

Let’s skip all of the unnecessary 
drama by starting today to work to-
gether to avoid another government 
shutdown. 

What is the business of the day, Mr. 
President? 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

EVERY CHILD ACHIEVES ACT OF 
2015 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 1177, which 
the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 1177) to reauthorize the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to 
ensure that every child achieves. 

Pending: 
Alexander/Murray amendment No. 2089, in 

the nature of a substitute. 
Murray (for Peters) amendment No. 2095 

(to amendment No. 2089), to allow local edu-
cational agencies to use parent and family 
engagement funds for financial literacy ac-
tivities. 

Murray (for Warren/Gardner) amendment 
No. 2120 (to amendment No. 2089), to amend 
section 1111(d) of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 regarding the 
cross-tabulation of student data. 

Alexander (for Kirk) amendment No. 2161 
(to amendment No. 2089), to ensure that 
States measure and report on indicators of 
student access to critical educational re-
sources and identify disparities in such re-
sources. 

Alexander (for Scott) amendment No. 2132 
(to amendment No. 2089), to expand oppor-
tunity by allowing Title I funds to follow 
low-income children. 

Murray (for Franken) amendment No. 2093 
(to amendment No. 2089), to end discrimina-
tion based on actual or perceived sexual ori-
entation or gender identity in public schools. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, the 
Democratic leader expressed the hope 
that we could have a path to the end on 
amendments, and I can assure him that 
Senator MURRAY and I agree with him 
wholeheartedly. We are working to-
gether to try to be able to do that. In 
the committee, we adopted 29 amend-
ments. Most of those were Democratic 
amendments. We have adopted 22 on 
the floor, and the majority of those are 
Democratic amendments. The Demo-
cratic leader has been very helpful to 
allow us to come to the floor without 
delay, and I can assure him and the 
majority leader that Senator MURRAY 
and I intend to try to resolve the cou-
ple of issues we have right now and be 
able to recommend to the leadership a 
path forward. It would be my hope that 
we don’t even have to have a cloture 
vote—that we didn’t have to have one 
to get on the floor, and I hope we don’t 
have to have one to get off the floor. I 
am not prepared to say we can do that 
yet, but we agree with him, and we will 
do our best to do that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader. 

Mr. REID. Through the Chair to my 
friend, the senior Senator from Ten-
nessee, the way the rules now exist, 
now after coming in tomorrow, there 
will be a cloture vote. I say to my 
friend that we need an agreement prior 
to that or we are not going to get clo-
ture on the bill, on the substitute, 
which would be a shame. I hope that we 
can have adequate debate on these 
amendments. If we have 5 minutes per 
amendment, that won’t work. I know 
that my friend is a fair man, but we are 
trying to understand why there was a 
rush on filing cloture on this bill. 

I know there is a lot of work to do 
around here, but you can’t shortchange 
one bill in an effort to get to some-
thing else that may not work either. 
We have two cloture votes on this bill. 
We can avoid the cloture vote, and that 
would be great. Maybe we can avoid 
the cloture vote on the bill itself. I 
hope so. But until my Senators are pro-
tected, we are not going to invoke clo-
ture tomorrow morning. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
understand what the Democratic leader 
is saying. I think the best thing for 
Senator MURRAY and me to do is to 
continue to work as we have with other 
Senators. I believe we know almost all 
of the amendments that are to be 
adopted. Not only have we adopted the 
ones in committee and the ones on the 
floor, but Senator MURRAY and I have 
several dozen other amendments that 
we are prepared to recommend to the 
full Senate be adopted in the substitute 
agreement. I would say to Senators 
that if there is any other amendment, 
I hope you will let us know about it. 
The filing deadline is 2:30 this after-
noon. I hope we have all of the amend-
ments that we need to have. 

Occasionally, I am asked: Why do the 
Senators argue all the time? My an-
swer usually is this: That is what we 
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